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Black Athena Response
1. The author’s main idea is to argue the existence of the Ancient model that explains the origin of Greek which has been assumed by the western intellectual in the comprehension of the Greek, culture, and civilization. In Black Athena, the author uses the two models to explain the differences between the belief in the civilization and culture of the Greek. The author refers to the models as Aryan and Ancient model. The Aryan model takes the history of the culture and origin of Greek as European, however, the ancient model takes it back to the colonization of the Greek in African country Egypt and in Phoenix. In regards to this, the full story and belief of the history are controversial. The author, Martin Bernal emphasizes on the matter by dwelling on the story that the Greek have their root in Africa after colonization by Egyptians and Phoenicians around 1500 BC. This has challenged the belief of the western intellectual about the origin and the culture of Greek which denies the existence of the Egyptian in the Greek civilization. The author states that “there is a real basis to the stories of Egyptian and Phoenicians colonization of Greece set out in the Ancient model. As the author illustrates, Greek’s origin and culture should not be deemed to start in the first half of the 19th Century.  
2. What is the authenticity of the archeological and historical shreds of evidence that can date the origin of the Greek to Africa especially Egypt? In many instances, the origin of the Greek has been believed in the Aryan model that acknowledges that Greeks were Europeans. However, Martin Bernal is highly optimistic in his book that the Ancient model takes their origin to Africa. It is very hard to explain and believe that the history dates back to 1500BC when the Greek was colonized by Egypt. This is why I am concerned to know the authenticity of the pieces evidence to help understand the whole concept that he uses. The western intellectual or the classicists have raised and acknowledged the Aryan model. And without clear evidence, it is hard to understand and acknowledge his history. However, his story is very conclusive and comprehensive. I am impressed with his side of view on the origin of Greek which utilizes the concepts that have never been discussed and analyzed. The archeological pieces of evidence are important to clear the controversies about the main idea of the Black Athena. 
3. Black Athena is a comprehensive book that welcomes a new perception of the other side of the culture and civilization of the Greek. From the book, I learned one new idea that there is a new way to look at the history and culture of Greek. There is another side different from what I believed to be the history of the Greek origin. Martin Bernal’s book is an eye opener that changes the perception about the whole concept of Greek, its culture, and civilization. Black Athena does not dispute the existing beliefs about the Aryan model but it emphasizes on the other side that historians have neglected. This indicates to me that there is the need to explore different views and opinions. This is to get the other side that many have ignored. It does not mean that when various people have talked on one thing then it is the right thing. But it is good to face the ignored side to evaluate the other processes.  

